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K 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

People in our 

community work 

together. 

 

Key Concepts: 

responsibility 

connection 

 function 

 

Related Concepts: 

community, 

cooperation,  

roles 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- different systems of 

organization 

 

- how essential jobs 

in our community 

help us 

 

- how people get 

interested in their 

professions or roles 

 

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

As scientists we 

observe change 

over time. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

 form 

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

observation 

transformation 

Structures 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- the role of a 

scientist 

 

- reflection on 

change over time 

 

- perspective on 

differences 

throughout time 

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

People celebrate in 

different ways 

around the world. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

perspective 

 function 

 

Related Concepts: 

celebrations 

beliefs 

similarities & 

differences 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- how people 

celebrate  

 

- similarities among 

celebrations  

 

- reasons people 

celebrate  

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

Forces cause 

change in the 

physical 

environment. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

 change 

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

forces 

properties 

consequences 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- descriptions and 

measurements of 

the physical 

environment 

 

- cause and effect 

on forces around us 

 

- changes in the 

physical 

environment 

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

People use systems 

to communicate.  

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

function  

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

communication 

systems 

geography 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- forms of 

communication 

 

- systems of 

communication that 

connect people 

 

- function of 

communication 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

Living things depend 

on each other. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

connection 

responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

interdependence 

growth 

adaptation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- how living things 

grow and change 

  

- ways people 

impact the 

environment 

 

- how living things 

interact in an 

ecosystem 
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1 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

People impact their 

community. 

 

Key Concepts: 

responsibility 

connection 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

community 

behavior 

cooperation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-responsibilities of 

community 

members and 

citizens 

  

-How actions of 

members in a 

community affect all  

 

-Cooperation to 

cause positive 

change in 

communities  

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

Patterns and 

changes occur over 

time. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

causation 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

patterns 

cycles 

growth 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-patterns and cycles  

 

-effects of time on 

behavior  

 

-changes over time  

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

Fairytales and 

folktales from 

around the world 

share common 

characteristics in the 

way cultures express 

themselves.  

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

perspective 

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

culture 

similarities  

geography 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-characteristics of 

fairytales and 

folktales 

 

-cultural traditions, 

beliefs, and values  

 

-comparing 

traditional literature 

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

Light and Sound 

help us 

communicate. 

 

Key Concepts: 

function  

form  

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

communication 

properties 

impact 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-different sources of 

light and sound  

 

-the world without 

light and sound 

 

-uses of light and 

sound 

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

Symbols and songs 

unite a community. 

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

connection 

function 

 

Related Concepts: 

symbolism 

values 

history 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-values and 

principles reflected 

in the symbols of a 

country 

 

-culture of society 

represented through 

symbols 

 

-how songs 

encourage unity 

 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

Living things have 

different 

characteristics, 

structures, and 

behaviors which 

help them meet their 

basic needs. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

change 

function 

 

Related Concepts: 

structure 

adaptation 

survival 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-comparing 

characteristics of 

living things  

 

-how structures of 

living things change 

over time 

 

-how structures help 
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around the world living things survive 

2 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local 

and global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on humankind 

and the environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

Experiences and 

choices shape who 

we become. 

 

Key Concepts: 

function 

perspective 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

roles 

growth 

identity 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-different roles in 

society based on 

need 

 

-reflection and self-

discovery based on 

experiences 

 

-Engineering Design 

Process  

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

The land and 

environment shape 

the way people live 

their lives. 

 

Key Concepts: 

function 

form 

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

geography 

character 

values 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- maps, globes and 

atlases as resources 

  

- physical features 

(and resources) of 

the land  

 

-Human interaction 

with the 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

Cultural beliefs and 

values are shared 

and expressed 

throughout the 

world. 

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

form 

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

culture 

migration 

similarities & 

differences 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-sharing and 

comparing cultures 

 

-causes and effects 

of migration 

 

-cultural mosaic of 

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

Humans use their 

understanding of 

nature to help solve 

environmental 

problems. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

causation 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

forces 

geography 

Innovation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- different types of 

landforms and 

bodies of water on 

Earth 

 

- natural forces that 

shape the land 

 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

The structure of a 

community affects 

how it functions and 

changes. 

 

Key Concepts: 

function 

change 

responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

community 

growth 

structure 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-different kinds of 

communities 

 

-how communities 

change over time 

 

-how community 

members play a role 

in their community 

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

The resources in the 

natural world are 

influenced by its 

habitats. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

connection 

responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

habitats 

resources 

conservation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-comparing living 

and nonliving 

structures of different 

habitats 

 

-plant and animal 

needs of different 

habitats  
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 environment immigrants in the 

United States of 

America 

 

 - human response 

to land erosion 

-responsibility to 

protect habitats and 

natural resources 

 

 

3 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

Human traits affect 

the choices and 

decisions a person 

makes. 

 

Key Concepts: 

responsibility 

causation 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

character 

behavior 

relationships 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-how words, 

decisions, and 

actions reflect 

human traits. 

 

-how choices 

impact communities 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

Communities 

develop and 

change over time. 

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

causation 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

history 

community 

transformation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- characteristics of 

communities 

throughout history 

 

- factors that can 

change a 

community 

 

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

Environment impacts 

the culture and 

traditions of people. 

 

Key Concepts: 

function 

perspective 

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

tradition 

impact 

values 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- the effect of 

natural resources on 

basic needs 

 

- oral traditions and 

how they are used 

to express morals, 

values, and heritage 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

Scientific 

observations and 

data collection can 

lead to conclusions 

about the natural 

world. 

Key Concepts: 

form 

connection 

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

forces 

properties 

systems 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-forces and how 

they work  

 

-how multiple forces 

affect the motion of 

objects 

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

Weather affects 

human actions. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

causation 

responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

patterns 

consequences 

cooperation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

- how communities 

and individuals 

organize themselves 

to solve problems 

and work efficiently 

 

- climate/Typical 

weather patterns in 

global regions 

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

The interactions 

between life cycles, 

inherited 

characteristics, and 

the environment 

allow for survival and 

reproduction of 

organisms. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

function 

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

adaptation 

cycles 

structure 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-comparing life 

cycles of organisms 
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and cultures 

 

-how human traits 

change 

- how individuals 

and communities 

impact each other 

 

- the impact of 

environment on 

cultures and 

traditions 

 

-scientific and 

engineering 

practices 

 

- impact of 

geographical 

locations on 

weather 

occurrences around 

the world 

 

- global societies' 

preparedness and 

response efforts to 

extreme/atypical 

weather 

occurrences 

-characteristics of 

organisms 

influenced by 

heredity and the 

environment  

 

-adaptations of a 

species for survival 

 

4 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

Stories help humans 

communicate their 

culture and life 

experiences to 

entertain, teach, 

and connect with 

each other.  

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

connection  

function 

 

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

Explorations and 

discoveries lead to 

change. 

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

causation 

 change 

 

Related Concepts: 

exploration 

discovery 

impact 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

People use many 

forms of art to help 

change the world. 

 

Key Concepts: 

responsibility 

perspective 

form  

 

Related Concepts: 

rights 

truth 

creativity 

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

Humans use their 

understanding of 

energy to solve 

problems. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form 

 function 

change 

 

Related Concepts: 

properties 

transformation 

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

Countries can have 

diverse cultures 

shaped by patterns 

of where groups of 

people have settled 

throughout history. 

 

Key Concepts: 

causation 

form 

connection 

 

Related Concepts: 

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

Understanding 

patterns and effects 

of Earth's changing 

surface over time 

helps humans to 

better prepare for 

natural disasters. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

causation 

responsibility 
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Related Concepts: 

communication 

values 

similarities 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-oral storytelling and 

writing personal 

narratives  

 

-analyzing 

characters and 

themes of realistic 

fiction 

 

-storytelling in Native 

Peoples’ cultures of 

North America 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-comparing 

perspectives about 

explorations and 

discoveries 

 

-reasons for 

exploration and 

migration 

 

-how exploration 

and migration has 

changed the land 

and people of North 

America 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-different forms and 

functions of art  

 

-inferring artists 

messages  

 

-awareness of global 

issues to take action 

innovation 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-form and function 

of energy  

 

-energy transfers 

and changes 

 

 -ways to use energy 

to solve problems 

migration 

settlement 

culture 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-causes for migration 

throughout US history 

 

-settlement patterns 

throughout US history 

 

-contributions of 

diverse cultures 

within different US 

regions 

Related Concepts: 

patterns 

structure 

consequences 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-patterns of natural 

disasters to 

determine causes 

 

-comparing slow 

and fast changes of 

Earth's surface 

 

-responsibility to 

share information 

and inventions that 

can save lives during 

natural disasters 

5 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into: the nature 

of the self;  beliefs and 

values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual 

health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be 

human. 

Where We Are In 

Place And Time 
An inquiry into: orientation 

in place and time; 

personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and 

civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives 

How We Express 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the ways in 

which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values; the ways in which 

we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic. 

How The World 

Works 
An inquiry into: the natural 

world and its laws; the 

interaction between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use their 

understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of 

scientific and 

technological advances 

on society and on the 

environment. 

How We Organize 

Ourselves 
An inquiry into: the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities; the structure 

and function of 

organizations; societal 

decision-making; 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing The Planet 
An inquiry into: rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; communities 

and the relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

Unit 5 

Central Idea: 

Protecting and 

advocating for 

human rights is a 

shared responsibility. 

 

Key Concepts: 

perspective 

causation 

Unit 1 

Central Idea: 

Water is essential for 

survival and is 

connected to the 

homes and journeys 

of people 

throughout history. 

 

Key Concepts: 

Unit 6 

Central Idea: 

Human beings 

express themselves 

by creating, 

reflecting and taking 

action. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

Unit 4 

Central Idea: 

The components of 

a balanced system 

are interdependent 

and rely on each 

other for survival. 

 

Key Concepts: 

form  

Unit 3 

Central Idea: 

Taking risks and 

imagining new 

possibilities is 

essential to grow 

and evolve. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

Unit 2 

Central Idea: 

Conflict, struggle, 

and injustice lead 

people to seek 

change. 

 

Key Concepts: 

change 

causation 
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responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

rights 

prejudice 

justice 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-protecting our 

personal, physical, 

mental, social, and 

spiritual well-being 

 

-history of the Civil 

War and civil rights 

advocacy in the 

USA 

 

-poetry and 

advocacy for 

human rights  

function 

connection 

causation 

 

Related Concepts: 

settlement 

sustainability 

impact 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-supporting 

conclusions with 

evidence  

 

-access to clean 

water 

 

-homes and journeys 

of people 

responsibility 

perspective 

 

Related Concepts: 

opinion 

communication 

iInitiative 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-ways people 

express themselves 

 

-reflecting, learning, 

and taking action 

from mistakes and 

challenges in 

legislation 

 

-solving people's 

needs and rights 

with legislation and 

civic action 

connection 

 function 

 

Related Concepts: 

systems 

interdependence 

structure 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-components of  

balanced systems 

 

-effects of 

unbalanced systems 

 

-interdependence 

of components of a 

balanced system 

perspective 

form 

 

Related Concepts: 

revolution 

growth 

beliefs 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-the formation of the 

United States of 

America 

 

-researching and 

writing persuasive 

essays 

 

-experimenting and 

engineering  

responsibility 

 

Related Concepts: 

consequences 

conflict 

justice 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

-causes and effects 

of colonization and 

the Revolutionary 

War in the USA 

 

-exploring current 

social issues and 

injustices 

 

-developing social 

skills for problem 

solving  

  

 


